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The 2017 APST Inc. Regional Members Get-together was arranged by the Hobart Group in 

January to trial three of the excursions planned for the 2018 ANPSA pre Conference Hobart 

Environs Tour.  

Friday afternoon was an excursion up Mt Wellington starting with car-pooling at the Fern 

Glade carpark, then up to Shoobridge Bend where no walk was taken due the rain and wind. 

The Eucalypts in the area were pointed out by Alan Gray and the lack of understorey due to 

the Bedfordia salicina regrowth from the 1967 bushfires was noted. 

 

 

 

  

 

Above: Bedfordia salicina flowers and foliage, Blanket leaf, in 

Shoobridge Bend area. 

Right: Centropappus brunonis flowers, Tasmanian daisytree, 

near the Chalet. 

Next stop was at the Chalet to see Centropappus brunonis, then up to the Tarn Shelf Track for 

sub alpine flora such as Exocarpos humifusus with flowers and fruit, and Eucalyptus coccifera 

also in flower.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Exocarpos humifusus flowers, fruit and branchlets, 
Mountain native-cherry, in the Thark Ridge area. 

Right: Eucalyptus coccifera buds, flowers, fruit and foliage, Snow 

peppermint, at the Thark Ridge carpark. 

Finally the group drove up to the Summit carpark for a very short cold walk down the Zig Zag 

Track for more alpine flora including Epacris serpyllifolia that were covered with masses of 

lovely white flowers and Ozothamnus ledifolius with clusters of pink buds on many plants.  

The Meet and Greet in the Fern Tree Community Centre was beautifully catered for on Friday 

evening by the Hobart Members and all present enjoyed the soups, quiches and desserts, and 

of course the convivial company. 
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Above: Agastachys odorata flowers, 

Fragrant candlebush, Hartz Road 

Below: Telopea truncata flower and 

foliage, Tasmanian waratah, seen 

from Waratah lookout, Hartz Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Epacris serpyllifolia flowers and foliage, Alpine heath, 

along the Zig Zag Track, S from Mount Wellington. 

Right: Ozothamnus ledifolius buds and foliage, Mountain 
everlastingbush, also along the Zig Zag Track. 

On the Saturday morning, after car-pooling at Summerleas 

Road junction on the Huon Highway, and a quick stop at 

Geeveston, the Members drove up Hartz Mountain Road 

through tall Eucalyptus regnans and E. obliqua, Acacia 

melanoxylon and Nothofagus cunninghamii forest, then wet 

sclerophyll forest with Dicksonia antarctica, Prostanthera 

lasianthos, Eucryphia lucida over Blechnum wattsii and 

Gahnia grandis. Higher up the road, as the trees thin out, the 

understorey thickened with Melaleuca squamea in the wetter 

areas, joined by Leptospermum lanigerum, Tasmannia 

lanceolata with its strong, pepper-flavoured, red maturing to 

black, berry fruit in autumn and, Anopterus glandulosus 

flowering from spring through summer.  Along a wet rock 

face with a small water fall, Prionotes cerinthoides was seen 

draped over the rock face and nearby bushes.  Into the 

National park and just 1km before the óWaratah Lookoutô 

and picnic shelter, tall bushes of Agastachys odorata glow 

with cream/white flower spikes in summer and Comesperma 

retusum  catches the eye with pink to purple bunches of 

flowers on the verge 

below. 

 After changing into 

wet weather gear in 

the closed off Visitors 

hut, the group walked 

out to Lake Esperance 

seeing many clumps 

of Bellendena mont-

ana, Epacris serpylli-

folia and a few 

Milligania densiflora 

among other inter-

esting species. 
Above: Comesperma retusum flowers and 

foliage, Mountain milkwort, Hartz Road   
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  Bellendena montana cluster with flowers and fruit,                  Donatia novae-zelandiae clump with flowers,  

          Mountain rocket, along the Hartz Track                                Snow cushionplant, along the Hartz Track 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      GtG Members examining Orites diversifolia,                             Ozothamnus rodwayi var. rodwayi flora,  
        Variable orites, along the Hartz Track                                     Alpine everlastingbush, along Hartz Track 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Above: Empodisma minus clumps, Spreading roperush,  

      amid Ozothamnus rodwayi var. rodwayi clumps  

 

 

 

 

 

                         Above: Milligania densiflora plant,  

               Silky milligania, along the Lake Osborne Track 

Left: APST Members gathered at Lake Esperance during 

the Members Get-together Hartz excursion. 

 


